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ESTIMATES OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 

Consideration of Tabled Papers 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

HON ED DERMER (North Metropolitan) [5.02 pm]: Before we were interrupted by question time, I was 
reading a very important letter that I received from Mr Geoff Eves, director, infrastructure, at the City of Stirling. 
It will be clearer to members if I start reading the letter from the beginning. The letter is dated 21 July 2009, and 
reads — 

Dear Mr Dermer 

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY CONCERNS – AMELIA STREET, BALCATTA 

Thank you for your letter of 9 July 2009 regarding the ongoing concerns for the safety of pedestrians 
with serious disabilities endeavouring to negotiate the section of Amelia Street in Balcatta, between 
Main Street and Wanneroo Road.  

As advised in previous correspondence, Main Roads Western Australia (MRWA) has indicated that 
they cannot support the installation of midblock pedestrian signals along Amelia Street, adjacent to 
Collier Avenue, on the grounds that the number of pedestrians crossing the road within close proximity 
does not meet the minimum numerical warrants for such signals.  

Given this information, the City considers that the only remaining possibility to have pedestrian signals 
installed at this location is to seek co-contributions for the project under a shared agreement between 
the City of Stirling, MRWA and the Northlands Shopping Centre. As such, the City will now seek 
consideration of a one-third funding contribution from both MRWA and the owners of the Northlands 
Shopping Centre (which is likely to be in the order of $30,000–40,000 each), with the remaining one-
third to be funded by the City of Stirling.  

Given the relatively high costs involved, all parties would need to be willing to contribute for the 
project to proceed and the contribution would likely need to be funded from future Annual Budgets. 
However, the City will advise you of any response that is received from both MRWA and the owners of 
the Northlands Shopping Centre in due course. 

I trust this information responds to your queries. Should you or your staff wish to discuss these matters 
further, please do not hesitate to contact the City’s Traffic Design Engineer, Mr Paul Giamov on 9345 
8711. 

Yours sincerely 

Geoff Eves 

DIRECTOR INFRASTRUCTURE 

I have read the letter in full because I think that is the clearest way of explaining the proposal to the house. I have 
long held the view that normal formulas for usage do not apply in this case, because the area has more than twice 
the usual proportion of people with serious disabilities. Main Roads had made its position quite clear. The City 
of Stirling therefore proposed a specific type of pedestrian signal. The money involved was significant, so it was 
seeking equal contributions from the shopping centre owners and Main Roads Western Australia to match the 
contribution being put forward by the City of Stirling. The city, the owners and Main Roads Western Australia 
would fund one-third each to achieve the objective. 

I was very pleased to receive the letter. I fully support the proposal outlined in the letter for this particular type of 
crossing. I communicated both to Mr Eves and to the Minister for Transport my support for the proposal 
suggested by the City of Stirling. 

Hon Simon O’Brien: Can you remind the house again of the date of the letter you were quoting from? 

Hon ED DERMER: The date of the letter from Mr Eves was 21 July 2009. 

Hon Simon O’Brien: So it was last July; yes. 

Hon ED DERMER: That is right. I am very pleased that the minister has dealt with the serious parliamentary 
business that he had earlier and he is able to join us. I earlier reiterated the problem, for the recollection of 
members, and said how pleased I was that the City of Stirling has put in place a 30-metre path on the part of 
Collier Avenue most proximal to the intersection with Amelia Street and the attention it paid to making sure that 
the foliage on the trees on the median strip on Amelia Street is tied up so that it does not create a horizontal 
visual hazard for pedestrians. That is just to give the minister an abstract of what we discussed earlier on. 
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Hon Simon O’Brien: I was actually listening. 

Hon ED DERMER: Good; I am very pleased to hear that. I understand that there are serious parliamentary 
duties that sometimes are a distraction, but I am delighted that the minister has come back now and was listening 
earlier. 

Hon Simon O’Brien: As we have discussed in the past, you made several representations, and I acknowledge 
that these constituents of yours in many cases do have specific needs. 

Hon ED DERMER: That is very good to hear from the minister. The minister will probably have noted an 
earlier discussion I had with the honourable Leader of the House about how I thought it was very fortunate that 
the one minister of the Crown held both the portfolios of disability services and transport. I learnt today from the 
Leader of the House that that was part of the Premier’s intention at the time when he made that decision. I am 
very pleased that he made that decision. 

I thought the proposal from Mr Eves was very positive. I communicated my support for the proposal to both Mr 
Eves and the Minister for Transport very soon after I received the letter dated 21 July 2009. I was also very 
pleased to receive a letter dated 4 August 2009 from the Minister for Transport, which read — 

Dear Ed, 

Thank you for your letter of 23 July 2009, concerning safety for vulnerable road users crossing Amelia 
Street between Main Street and Wanneroo Road in Balcatta. 

As you are aware, the City of Stirling has approached Main Roads and proposed that pelican signals be 
installed to assist pedestrians with disabilities cross this section of Amelia Street. I am advised that 
Council has suggested a cost sharing arrangement with Main Roads providing one third of the necessary 
funds and the City of Stirling funding the balance. 

The other aspect of that was the City of Stirling seeking one-third of the funding from the owners of the 
shopping centre. It continues — 

I am very supportive of this approach and agree to a one third contribution from the State towards the 
installation of a pelican signal system at this location. 

I thank the minister. I am very pleased that he made that decision. I think the proposal for the pelican crossing 
would significantly enhance the safety of pedestrians concerned. I was delighted to receive the minister’s letter 
of 4 August, which continues — 

Further to the above, I understand that Council has indicated its intention to seek a one third 
contribution from the owner of the Northlands Shopping Centre. You are encouraged to contact the City 
of Stirling should you wish to discuss matters pertaining to the delivery of the works.  

Thank you for taking the time to write to me regarding this matter. Your ongoing interest in the safety 
of your constituents is certainly appreciated and I feel that the provision of the proposed facility will be 
of considerable benefit to people living in the area. 

Yours sincerely 

Hon Simon O’Brien, MLC 
MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT 

I also appreciate Hon Simon O’Brien’s interest in this matter and look forward to its progress.  

Given that the City of Stirling and the Minister for Transport had both agreed to each meet one-third of the cost 
of installing the proposed pedestrian signals on Amelia Street, the outstanding requirement was, of course, the 
shopping centre owner’s agreement and the need to seek the owner’s commitment to meet one-third of the cost. 
As part of that process, I invited Mr Andrew Pratt, the asset manager for the shopping centre, to join me for an 
on-site inspection to go over the problems. I was very pleased to have Mr Pratt accompany me on-site to look at 
the issues. We also had the opportunity to discuss the matter with some of the pedestrians concerned, including 
people with serious disabilities. I think that that was constructive. In time, the management of the shopping 
centre advised me of the owner’s willingness to contribute $20 000 plus GST to the cost of installing the signals. 
And this very welcome contribution is certainly appreciated. However, $20 000 is not one-third of the cost. As 
much as I appreciate the owners contributing $20 000—it is very good and very welcome—it does leave a gap, 
because the $20 000 is less than one-third. The City of Stirling was proposing to provide one-third, as was Main 
Roads. Obviously, with the owner’s less than one-third contribution, that does not add up to the whole. The gap 
in the funding remained. The prospects for the installation of these important traffic signals is clearly described 
in an email I received on 29 April this year, from Mr Eves of the City of Stirling. I will read most of this email 
into the record of the house because it is the simplest way to explain the current situation as it was on 29 April 
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and as it was at the time of my communication with Mr Eves’ office last week. Mr Eves’ email reads as 
follows — 

Dear Ed, 

Thank you for forwarding the letter dated 17 March 2010 from Mr Andrew Pratt of Lease Equity, 
property managers of the Primewest Northlands Shopping Centre, in which he advised that the 
shopping centre owners were willing to contribute up to $20,000 towards the cost of installation of 
pelican (pedestrian-controlled) traffic signals on Amelia Street, between Collier Avenue and Campion 
Avenue. 

That is the location of the part that leads onto the main entrance off Amelia Street—the main pedestrian entrance 
off Amelia Street and through the shopping centre car park. Therefore, it is the point at which most people 
endeavour to cross Amelia Street to and from the shopping centre. Mr Eves’ email continues — 

The City has sought a preliminary quote from Downer EDi (who are Main Roads WA’s preferred 
traffic signal contractor) for the traffic signal component of the works. Downer EDi has advised that the 
installation of signal lanterns, posts and associated electrical works would cost in the order of $76,000. 
When added to the costs for design, project management and civil works (i.e. modification of pram 
ramps and traffic islands), the total project cost is estimated at $117,000.  

The Agreement in Principle provided previously by Main Roads WA indicated that they would be 
willing to make a one-third contribution (originally estimated at $30,000–$40,000). If MRWA 
contributes $39,000 toward the project (being one-third of $117,000) and the shopping centre 
contributes $20,000, the City would then be required to make up the remaining amount of $58,000. 

The timing of the agreement from the shopping centre has meant that this project has unfortunately 
missed the City’s (and I expect MRWA’s) deadline for consideration of new projects to be included in 
the coming year’s Annual Budget. For a project to be considered and completed in a financial year, the 
design needs to be completed prior to 31 December of the previous year, to enable approvals, estimates 
and consultation to take place. As such, the City does not have any funds available at this stage to 
complete the civil and electrical component of the works in the 2010/11 year. The City will, however, 
proceed with the design component of the works and will endeavour to have this project considered for 
a mid-year budget review (in February 2011), to allow the project to be brought forward, or included as 
part of the 2011/12 year. The City will also write to Main Roads WA to request that they now make 
provision within their budgets and forward plans for their required contribution towards this project. 

Mr Eves’ email then concludes with a reference to seeking confirmation from the owners of the shopping centre 
of the continuation of their commitment, as the time frame for installing the lights will now be later than the 
initial plan as proposed by the City of Stirling in the way that was explained in Mr Eves’ email of 29 April this 
year. The email is in the name of Geoff Eves, Director Infrastructure, Infrastructure Administration, City of 
Stirling. 

The response of Main Roads WA to the City of Stirling’s request that Main Roads WA make provision in its 
budget and forward plans for its required contribution to the pelican traffic signals project appears to me to be 
pivotal in bringing this project to reality. That is why I am very pleased that the Minister for Transport; 
Disability Services is listening to me right now, because if the project is to go ahead in the way described in Mr 
Eves’ email, it would need a positive response from Main Roads WA. If the minister wants to interject on me 
and say that it will certainly get a positive response, I would be delighted to accept that interjection. If the 
minister chooses not to interject on me now to confirm that Main Roads WA will make the appropriate provision 
in its budget and forward plans to bring this project to realisation, I will understand it. But I and the City of 
Stirling would like to hear from the minister, hopefully, positive news as soon as possible. 

Hon Simon O’Brien: If you would like me to interject majestically from my place, and not in an unruly way at 
all, I assure you that any undertaking that has been given by me will be honoured. 

Hon ED DERMER: Okay. 

Hon Simon O’Brien: I will review this matter and the comments that you are making and are still to make 
today, and respond to you accordingly. 

Hon ED DERMER: I thank the minister. That is very encouraging. 

The point at issue is that the original proposal that Main Roads WA and I had already indicated support for was 
to be completed at an earlier time than the time frame in which the proposal has now become possible. That is 
why Mr Eves’ email is seeking a fresh indication that, notwithstanding the later time for the project, Main Roads 
WA will make provision in its budget and forward plans for its contribution. The point of my request is for 
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confirmation of Main Roads WA support for the project, notwithstanding the fact that it will now come into 
effect at a time later than originally envisaged. 

Really the central point of my speech today is to make that request to the minister. Obviously I would be very 
happy to discuss that further with the minister. I still remain very happy to go with the minister one day and have 
a look at the streets in question. However, for the reasons explained in Mr Eves’ email, the project will now be 
implemented at a later time than was originally envisaged, and that is why he says in that email that the City of 
Stirling is looking for a response to its request that Main Roads WA make provision in its budget and forward 
plans. Last year a positive response was given; that is terrific. The project is now delayed. The City of Stirling, 
as I understand Mr Eves’ email, is looking for confirmation of that positive support, notwithstanding the fact that 
the project will now be implemented — 

Hon Simon O’Brien: And it has asked Main Roads. 

Hon ED DERMER: It has asked for that confirmation. In Mr Eves’ email to me of 29 April, he explains — 

The timing of the agreement from the shopping centre has meant that this project has unfortunately 
missed the City’s (and I expect MRWA’s) deadline for consideration of new projects to be included in 
the coming year’s Annual Budget. For a project to be considered and completed in a financial year, the 
design needs to be completed prior to 31 December of the previous year, to enable approvals, estimates 
and consultation to take place. As such, the City does not have any funds available at this stage to 
complete the civil and electrical component of the works in the 2010/11 year. The City will, however, 
proceed with the design component of the works and will endeavour to have this project considered for 
a mid-year budget review (in February 2011), to allow the project to be brought forward, or included as 
part of the 2011/12 year. The City will also write to Main Roads WA to request that they now make 
provision within their budgets and forward plans for their required contribution towards this project, … 

As I understand Mr Eves’ words, the project will now be implemented, should it be implemented—I certainly 
think there is an urgent need for it—at a later stage. Therefore, the city will write to Main Roads WA to request 
that it now make provision within its budgets and forward plans for the required contribution towards the project. 
The main point of my raising this issue tonight and bringing it to the attention of the minister is to seek a positive 
response to that letter that Mr Eves, in this email of 29 April, advises that the City of Stirling will write to Main 
Roads. 

Hon Simon O’Brien: Has it done so? 

Hon ED DERMER: Not as yet. 

Hon Simon O’Brien: Let me reassure you, if I may, by interjection. Main Roads has many, many projects that it 
enters into with local governments all over the state all the time, and it is not uncommon that the timetables shift. 
But, as I have already said, I will personally follow up this matter on your behalf. 

Hon ED DERMER: If I understand the minister’s interjection correctly and he is saying that Main Roads will 
be happy to continue its support for the project notwithstanding the delayed timetable, in my 13 years in 
Parliament that is probably the most welcome interjection I have ever received. Am I correct in understanding 
that? 

Hon Simon O’Brien: Unless there is something that I am not aware of. When support is given for a project, just 
because there has been a brief delay does not mean that the support is going to be withdrawn. 

Hon ED DERMER: I thank the minister for the encouraging interjection. 

The installation of the pelican traffic signals on Amelia Street has important potential to enhance the safety and 
peace of mind of my constituents, and, most importantly, my constituents who live with serious disability. I am 
very pleased to hear the encouraging words of the minister this evening. 

Within the context of the estimates of revenue and expenditure, I remain confident that the minister will make 
sure that this modest request is met. I am very encouraged by what he has said today. I am confident that the City 
of Stirling and Main Roads Western Australia will work cooperatively to ensure the successful installation of the 
Amelia Street pelican traffic signals. I am delighted to receive the minister’s indication that Main Roads Western 
Australia will act in such a cooperative fashion, if I am understanding the minister’s interjection correctly. 

Hon Simon O’Brien: Based on what you have said, I see no reason why any partnership should not continue. 

Hon ED DERMER: I thank the minister. That is very nice to hear. 

Although planning and budgeting for such projects, of course, takes time, the needs of my constituents remain 
urgent, and the fullest cooperation between Main Roads and the City of Stirling is very encouraging. 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Tuesday, 29 June 2010] 

 p4725a-4730a 
Hon Ed Dermer 

 [5] 

I thank the City of Stirling for its commitment to the safety of my constituents. I particularly want to thank Mr 
Eves, Mr Offer and the other city officers and staff who have contributed to the progress achieved to date. I 
would like to thank Councillor Peter Rose, who represents the City of Stirling ward that encompasses Collier 
Avenue and the relevant section of Amelia Street. I have known Councillor Rose for some time and he accepted 
my invitation to inspect those roads and that turned into constructive discussions with Mr Eves. I would like to 
thank Hon Simon O’Brien, the Minister for Transport and Minister for Disability Services, and thank the Main 
Roads Western Australia officers and staff who supported the pelican traffic signals project. I would like to 
thank Mr Andrew Pratt, who, as the asset manager for the shopping centre, accepted my invitation to an on-site 
inspection and presented the case for the pelican traffic signals project to the owners of the shopping centre. I 
also thank the shopping centre owners for their commitment to contribute to the project. 

I would like to thank Mr Alex Clark, who, as I explained earlier, is a local resident and a highly effective 
advocate for people dealing with disabilities. As I said, Mr Clark has profound deafness. Mr Clark, with his 
experience of a serious disability, played a terrific role. He joined us for most, if not all, the on-site inspections 
and with his experience was able to get officers and the shopping centre asset manager to understand as best they 
could the scale of the problem disabled people face in safely negotiating their way to and from the shopping 
centre.  

I also thank Hon John Kobelke, the member for Balcatta, who provided important support. He also joined me for 
the on-site inspection with Mr Pratt. I thank the Stirling Times, the local newspaper, that assisted in June last 
year by drawing attention to the needs of my constituents. I thank my electorate officers Mrs Saunders and Dr 
Crouch, who first brought to my attention the road safety concerns of my constituents with serious disabilities. 
Mrs Saunders and Dr Crouch continue to provide a wealth of advice on and support for this and so many other 
matters. I also thank my relief electorate officer, Mrs Margaret Pearce, who brought my attention to the 
unfortunate incident last week involving a woman proceeding down Collier Avenue, away from the shopping 
centre, on a wheelchair. The wheelchair was between cars travelling in opposite directions.  

It is very pleasing for me to have the attention of members. I would like to thank my colleagues for their 
attention to my presentation. In particular I thank the Minister for Transport and Minister for Disability Services 
for his attention and his encouraging contribution to the debate. It is interesting. The minister has been paying 
attention to these matters for some time. We have not always agreed. When I spoke in this house this time last 
year, I put the case for a reduced speed limit on the relevant section of Amelia Street alongside the shopping 
centre between its intersections with both Main Street and Wanneroo Road. I did not succeed in convincing the 
minister that the 60-kilometre-an-hour speed limit should be reduced. Currently on that section of Amelia 
Street—that is, between Main Street and Wanneroo Road—the speed limit is 60 kilometres an hour. I am 
advised that the normal speed limit in suburban areas is 50 kilometres an hour. I put the case for 40 kilometres an 
hour because of the difficulties people with disabilities experience in trying to cross Amelia Street to access the 
shopping centre. I was unable to convince the minister to support my proposal. While the minister is listening, I 
repeat my concern that the 60-kilometre-an-hour speed limit on that section of Amelia Street is entirely 
inappropriate and needs to be reduced. That was a point of difference last time the minister and I discussed these 
matters. I ask the minister to reconsider — 

Hon Simon O’Brien: I never dictate speed limits. I ask questions of my agency officers, but I never dictate that 
the speed limits be changed. I take the advice of experts.  

Hon ED DERMER: I do not claim expertise in engineering.  

Hon Simon O’Brien: And I don’t grant it to you.  

Hon ED DERMER: I had a modest education in physics, but I understand that force equals mass times 
acceleration. The speed at which a vehicle hits a pedestrian would have a direct bearing on the degree of force at 
which the collision occurred and, therefore, the state of the health of the pedestrian. Perhaps the minister could 
raise that question with Main Roads again and ask that it reconsider the speed limit on Amelia Street. The speed 
limit remains at 60 kilometres an hour, but even if it were to be reduced to a more sensible limit such as 50 
kilometres an hour or 40 kilometres an hour—I think 40 kilometres an hour is best—there is still an urgent need 
for pelican lights. Whether the speed limit on Amelia Street is 60 kilometres an hour, 50 kilometres an hour or 
40 kilometres an hour, I believe the pelican lights are very important. I believe the speed limit should be lower, 
but Main Roads obviously has a different view, given its persistence in its mistaken view that the speed limit 
should be 60 kilometres an hour. Although the need for the pelican lights is more urgent given the higher speed 
limit, the need for them on that section of Amelia Street would be urgent regardless of the speed limit. 

I thank the minister for listening and I hope he will again ask the question of Main Roads officers, and that they 
will reconsider their decision. The minister might remind them that force equals mass times acceleration; the 
engineers should have a good enough grip on physics to understand that. 
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Hon Simon O’Brien: That’s why I prefer not to lecture them. 

Hon ED DERMER: I am not suggesting lecturing; I am just suggesting an appropriate professional inquiry. 

Hon Simon O’Brien: Possibly the way ahead is for you to put a motion on notice to discuss speed limits 
generally, and then when we come back after sessional orders are finished, you as the proposer and I as the 
government respondent can have unlimited time before the house to debate the matter. 

Hon ED DERMER: I have already thanked members of the house for their attention; I do not believe in 
stretching a friendship, but if I thought the minister’s invitation would work to convince Main Roads to reduce 
the speed limit on that section of Amelia Street to a reasonable level, I would be happy to take it up.  

I am now into my last three minutes, so I will be careful to not be distracted. I ask the minister to revisit this 
issue with the appropriate officers and ask them again to reduce the speed limit. However, if they insist on a 
speed limit of 60 kilometres an hour, the need for pelican lights is even more urgent; I think we all understand 
that. I look forward to seeing all concerned committing their work and resources to the earliest possible 
installation of the signals. Achieving safety and peace of mind for my constituents, particularly those with 
serious disabilities, is a very important objective. I understand that there are a number of initiatives that can be 
taken to enhance safety and peace of mind. I have explained a few of those this evening, and have revealed 
where there has been progress and where progress remains to be achieved. I will do my very best to encourage 
progress towards achieving a safer environment. I am very pleased to hear the evidence I have heard about 
cooperation between Main Roads and the City of Stirling. I am also very pleased about the initiative that the City 
of Stirling has taken and I believe the pelican lights will be helpful. I am hoping that Main Roads will continue 
to maintain an open mind on the issue of an appropriate speed limit for that part of Amelia Street, with a view to 
understanding that a lower speed limit there would also enhance the safety of those concerned. Particularly, in 
the absence of a reduced speed limit, the need for pelican lights is urgent. I look forward to progress based on 
cooperation between all parties concerned and appropriate resourcing. I will conclude my remarks at this point. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Ken Baston.  
 


